
 

 

  

 

 

TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 17, 2018        7:00 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Approved February 14, 2018 

 

 

PRESENT:  Council Chairman Dale Pike, Council Vice Chairman Toni Weinstein, Councilor Amy Thompson, 

Councilor Gretchen Kast, Councilor Kyle Bowden, Councilor Casey Finch 

 

EXCUSED:  Councilor Amy Burns  

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Town Administrator Steve Fournier 

 

AGENDA 

 

Chairman Dale Pike welcomed everyone to the January 17, 2018 Newmarket Town Council Meeting and 

called the meeting to order at 7:09 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Chairman Pike stated that Councilor Amy Burns was excused. 

 

Chairman Pike asked that they start the meeting with a moment of silence for Jack Fitzgibbons, a former 

Town Councilor who served on various boards in the community, for his years of service. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Chairman Pike opened the Public Forum at 7:10 pm. 

 

As no one from the public came forward, Chairman Pike closed the Public Forum at 7:10 pm.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Ordinance #2017/2108-02 Amendments to Chapter 30 of the Code of the Town of 

Newmarket, New Hampshire: Allowing Permitted Parking in Certain Lots 
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Chairman Pike opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2017/2108-02 Amendments to Chapter 30 of 

the Code of the Town of Newmarket, New Hampshire: Allowing Permitted Parking in Certain Lots at 7:10 

pm.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier said the Ordinance was to allow parking in the Beech Street City Center lot, 

and to lease spaces between the hours of 1:00 am and 5:00 am. 

 

As no one from the public came forward, Chairman Pike closed the Public Hearing at 7:11 pm. 

 

TOWN COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

Acceptance of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 3, 2018 

 

Vice-Chair Weinstein made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 3, 2018 

which was seconded by Councilor Bowden. 

 

Town Administrator Fournier polled the Council and the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 3, 

2018 were approved by a vote of 6-0. 

 

REPORT OF THE TOWN ADMINSTRATOR 

 

Town Administrator Steve Fournier provided an update on the FY2018 Budget. He said that the Town had 

expended 53% of the overall budget and 54% of the general fund budget, and said it was on target 

compared to last year. He said Revenues were of no concern at this time, with Motor Vehicles trending 

the same as well as Building Permits.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier asked that before leaving this evening all Council members sign the Default 

Budget and the Warrant Articles for the Deliberative Session on February 3, 2018 at 9:00 am in the Town 

Hall. He said the filing period would open on January 24th and run through February 2, 2018.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier said the Town had been initially approved for a Homeland Security Grant 

for the Emergency Operations Plan upgrade. He said the Bureau of Homeland Security was requiring that 

the minutes of a public meeting state that the Town Council had given him the authority to complete the 

application and sign for this grant. He said the minutes of this meeting would show he was authorized to 

sign for the grant if there were no objections from the Town Council.  

 

The Town Council agreed to authorize the Town Administrator to complete and sign for the Homeland 

Security Grant for the Emergency Operations Plan upgrade. 

 

Town Administrator Fournier said they had received a Petition Warrant Article to allow Keno in the Town. 

He said it would be placed on the ballot with signatures and certified by the Town Clerk, and a Public 

Hearing would need to be held no more than 30 days before the Election and no less than 15 days. He 

said he was scheduling the Public Hearing for the February 21st Town Council Meeting. He said he had 
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asked the Town Attorney whether the Council needed to place a recommendation of passage or non-

passage on the ballot, but was told they did not.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier said he did receive another Petition Warrant Article to Increase the Veterans 

Tax Credit, but that in their form of government it was up to the Town Council as a legislative body to 

increase it, and said the request could not be received by warrant and also lacked the necessary 

signatures. He said he had reported to the Town Council in October 2016 that the law had changed and 

would now allow any veterans who had served 90 days in the Armed Forces with an honorable discharge 

to apply for the $500 exemption. He said they estimated this would include another 152 veterans which 

would cost the Town approximately $76,000 additional, and said there were 293 residents currently 

receiving the credit.  

 

Vice-Chair Weinstein asked when it was last increased. Chairman Pike said it seemed clear that in the past 

this had served as a special thanks to combat veterans. He said they might want to allow all wars to be 

listed and possibly increase the amount. Town Administrator Fournier said the maximum by State Law 

was $500 and they had to follow what conflicts the State allowed. Chairman Pike suggested 

recommending to their representative that other conflicts should be included. Councilor Thompson asked 

if there was a balance here to be able to include more people regardless of the name of the conflict.  

 

Councilor Kast asked if the Town would serve them better by just giving services rather than a tax credit. 

Chairman Pike asked what the next step would be, and Town Administrator Fournier said the Council 

could propose a resolution to be voted on, or just leave as it was currently. He said RSA-72:28 stated that 

it included any other war or conflict which had occurred since May 1975 in which an individual had won 

an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or a Theatre of Operations Service Medal. Chairman Pike said in 

effect this meant later wars were also covered. Councilor Thompson said she would hope that if an 

individual asked the Town Clerk, and provided proof they were within the law, they could apply for the 

exemption.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier said the resolution for providing Dispatch Services for Newfields was on the 

agenda for a first reading, and said the Select Board of Newfields had already approved the agreement. 

He said he intended to roll out the services by March 1, 2018. Councilor Bowden said Newmarket did a 

fantastic job of clearing roads in snow events, but that some surrounding towns did not seem to be as 

efficient. He said he had concerns with the level of cleanup in Newfields for the roads. Town Administrator 

Fournier said cul-de-sacs were the responsibility of the Town of Newfields, but the rest were State roads 

which would be the responsibility of NHDOT.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier said that as of January 10th the LED Lighting Project was pretty much 

complete. He said several smaller decorative lights had to be ordered, otherwise every light in Town had 

been changed over. Councilor Thompson said she had heard some complaints that the lights were too 

bright but she found it less distracting driving through Downtown. Town Administrator Fournier said the 

LED lights aimed down so things looked brighter beneath them. He said the Public Works Director had 

noticed being able to see much more when he was plowing. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Councilor Finch said the Conservation Commission met January 11, 2018. He said they were working on 

some signage for kiosks at the Piscassic/Loiselle Property which should be up shortly. He said there was 

an ongoing conversation about concerns for Schanda Park and what needed to be done to mitigate the 

erosion. He said they also talked about easement monitoring and were waiting for reports. 

 

Vice-Chair Weinstein said the Budget Committee met January 8, 2018, and it was the final meeting prior 

to the Deliberative Session. She said it was the Public Hearing for the School Budget, but that no one from 

the public was present and the Budget Committee voted unanimously to recommend the School 

FY2018/19 Budget. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN THE 2ND READING 

 

Ordinance #2017/2108-02 Amendments to Chapter 30 of the Code of the Town of Newmarket, New 

Hampshire: Allowing Permitted Parking in Certain Lots 

 

Vice-Chair Weinstein made a motion to approve Ordinance #2017/2108-02 Amendments to Chapter 30 of 

the Code of the Town of Newmarket, New Hampshire: Allowing Permitted Parking in Certain Lots, which 

was seconded by Councilor Thompson. 

 

Town Administrator Fournier said all they were doing was amending Chapter 30 of the Town Code to add 

29 Beech Street, the former Senior Center parking lot. He said people could apply for permits to park 

between the hours of 1:00 am and 5:00 am, and said this allowed for overnight parking and only people 

with permits could park there.  

 

Discussion:  Councilor Kast asked how popular permitting was for the lots already available, and Town 

Administrator Fournier said they were popular. Vice-Chair Weinstein asked how many spaces were in the 

lot, and Town Administrator said they were allowing all of them. Vice-Chair Weinstein asked what the 

process was for application. Town Administrator Fournier said they would make an application to the 

Police Department and pay a monthly fee of $40.00.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier polled the Council and Ordinance #2017/2108-02 Amendments to Chapter 

30 of the Code of the Town of Newmarket, New Hampshire: Allowing Permitted Parking in Certain Lots 

was approved by a vote of 6-0. 

 

Non-Public Minutes 

 

Town Administrator Fournier said before they moved forward, he needed a motion to seal the minutes of 

the Non-Public Session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3,II(a) - Personnel. 

 



Town Council Regular Meeting 
January 17, 2018 
 

5 
 

Vice-Chair Weinstein made a motion to seal the minutes of the Non-Public Session which was seconded 

by Councilor Kast. Town Administrator Fournier polled the Council and the motion to seal the minutes of 

the Non-Public Session were approved by a vote of 6-0. 

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN THE 3RD READING – None 

 

ITEMS LAID ON THE TABLE 

 

Resolution #2015/2016-52 Authorizing the Designation of a Portion of Route 152 as an Economic Recovery 

Zone. (This Resolution is tabled from the June 15, 2016 Council Meeting pending Planning Board action.) 

 

NEW BUSINESS /CORRESPONDENCE 

 

TOWN COUNCIL TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS – None 

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN THE 1ST READING 

 

Resolution #2017/18-28 Authorizing the Town Administrator to enter into an Agreement with Siemens 

Industry, Inc. for HVAC Services for Town Facilities 

 

Chairman Pike read Resolution #2017/18-28 Authorizing the Town Administrator to enter into an 

Agreement with Siemens Industry, Inc. for HVAC Services for Town Facilities by title only. 

 

Resolution #2017/2018-29 Authorizing the Town Administrator to enter into an agreement with 

Martineau Electric, Inc. for Electrical Services for Town Facilities 

 

Chairman Pike read Resolution #2017/2018-29 Authorizing the Town Administrator to enter into an 

agreement with Martineau Electric, Inc. for Electrical Services for Town Facilities by title only. 

 

Resolution #2017/2018-30 To enter into a Three-Year Contract to Provide Dispatch Services to the Town 

of Newfields, New Hampshire 

 

Chairman Pike read Resolution #2017/2018-30 To enter into a Three-Year Contract to Provide Dispatch 

Services to the Town of Newfields, New Hampshire in full.  

 

Town Administrator Fournier stated that the third paragraph was not supposed to be in the resolution 

and it would be amended. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE – None 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS  

 

Councilor Kast said she had walked to the meeting tonight and wanted to compliment the crews who 

cleaned the sidewalks. 
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NEXT MEETING:  The next Regular Town Council Meeting will be held on February 7, 2018. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Pike adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Denmark, Recording Secretary 


