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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
October 8, 2015
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Jeff Goldknopf (Chair), Bruce Fecteau, Andrea Frey (Treasurer), Marianne Hannagan, Bob Gazda (Alternate), Amy Burns (Town Council Rep - Ex-Officio), and Ezra Temko (Planning Board Rep)
Member Absent: Drew Kiefaber (Vice Chair) (excused) and Fred Pearson
Called to Order: 7:03 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call
Bob Gazda was appointed as a voting member for this meeting. Welcome Marianne Hannagan as our new member!

3. Public Comment
There were no public comments. 

4.  Approval of Minutes
September 10, 2015
		                                                     Action
Motion:   Ezra Temko moved that the minutes of September 10, 2015 be approved as drafted.
   Second:   Andrea Frey 
Vote:        Approved 4-0-2

5. Treasurer’s Report
Andrea Frey, Treasurer, reported that she visited the financial office to make a check request for the NH Association of Conservation Commission dues. She also reported that we received a $400.00 check from the State of NH for being good stewards. NE Barricade has been paid for the new water removal signs. 

6. Committee and Subcommittee Reports
Town Council: Amy Burns reported that the TC approved some new curbing for Bennett Way sidewalks. She also reported that the controlled training burn of the former Carpenter property with clean-up by the DPW went very well.  The property is now debris-free, leveled out, and will be seeded to stabilize.  It will only be used for snow removal piles if the winter snow fall is as bad as last year. Bruce Fecteau mentioned that we not forget that a bond was passed for playing fields ($300,000+). The TC approved money for new soil for the baseball field as well as funds for a new backstop. Jeff Goldknopf will reach out to Mike Martin about the plans for the school-owned Carpenter land and determine the back boundary line. The CC has concerns about the creek in the rear of the property.
Planning Board: Ezra Temko reported that both the Elm Street project and the Vision Plan Chapter are having a public hearing on Tuesday October 13th. Jeff Goldknopf had a question about major site plan review for the Shearwater project that the CC was cc’d on by the PB. The next meeting of the PB is November 10th and Ezra Temko will make inquiries and report back to the CC.
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7. Chairman’s Report
NHACC Annual Meeting: The annual meeting is scheduled for November 7th and the topics may be found at: http://www.nhacc.org/news/?page=1#165 
Great Bay Matters:  Magazine is available at: http://www.greatbaystewards.org/GreatBayMatters.cfm 
Southeast Land Trust Newsletter:  The Fall SELT Newsletter is available at: http://seltnh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/SELT-News_Fall2015_Final.pdf 
NHDES Drinking Water Protection Newsletter: More information is available at: http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dwgb/index.htm 
Hayden Easement: The Chair reported that they have not finalized the official paperwork yet, so he has not made the check request to the town for the Southeast Land Trust.
Invitation to Attend the Ceremonial Signing of SB168/HB354:  This bill supports the oyster reef restoration and clean water in New Hampshire’s Great Bay. The signing, with Governor Maggie Hassan, will take place on Tuesday, October 13 from 9-10 am at the Nature Conservancy office on Bay Road.  Anyone interested in attending from the CC should contact Jim O’Brien at 603-856-5378 as soon as possible. Text of the bill may be seen online at: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2015/SB0168.html 

8.  Old/New Business
Lubberland Creek Culvert Restoration: The Chair was unable to attend the engineering report presented on September 17th, but has received the report.  We have not been asked for our $10,000 contribution as yet. 
SOAK – Great Bay Project Walk Report:  Fred and Pauline Pearson, Jeff Goldknopf along with three residents from Briallia Circle took the walk with Laura Byego. Several potential projects were reviewed/discussed at Schanda Park, the Salmon Street Village, the Bass Street Condos, Briallia Circle and Kielty Drive (very near the Piscassic River). 
NHDOT – Packers Falls Road Culvert Replacement:  The CC received notification from DES of a Wetland Routine Roadway and Railway Maintenance Activities Notification. They plan to install an 18” corrugated metal pipe replacement on Packers Falls Road and the work should take no longer than 4 hours to complete.  The project will be completed before the end of October 2015.
DES Notification Regarding the Walter Cheney Property on Moody Point:  Mr. Cheney is seeking to have two lots reclassified from wetlands. Rockingham County wanted to require water table monitoring. DES consulted with the Army Corps of Engineers to determine a suitable protocol. DES is now requiring Mr. Cheney to complete water table monitoring to prove that the land should be reclassified as non-wetland and he could then begin development.
Schanda Park Applications: Melissa Fales withdrew her application from last month for the use of the park for a baby shower.  The CC has just received an application from Cindy Quetti for a birthday party on October 11 for a three year old.  The party would be a short period of time.
                                                                                 
 Action
Motion:     Andrea Frey moved that the CC approve the use of Schanda Park by 
                    Cindy Quetti for a birthday party on October 11.                       .
 Seconded: Bruce Fecteau
 Vote:          Approved 6-0-0

The Chair will sign the application and will mention that there should be no bouncy house, no petting zoo, and, please, no feeding the ducks. The Commission would like to decide how best to make the application process streamlined. The Recreation Department has a calendar of events that we might be able to use to post the events scheduled for the park. The Chair will invite Aimee Gigandet, Assistant Director of the Recreation Department, to our next meeting.  It was also decided to post a notice on the Schanda Park 
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kiosk that an application is required for exclusive use of the park. Marianne Hannagan agreed to work on a draft. The CC will work on a uniform application and will continue to work on better ways to oversee the park. The CC will ask the TA to put a notice in the e-newsletter.  Ezra Temko will look at the ordinance to see what the CC can actually suggest and enforce through the application process.
Water Removal Signs:   Bruce Fecteau and Jeff Goldknopf have each replaced three signs.  Bruce Fecteau still has three more to change.  The old signs will be recycled. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wiggin Farm: The fall mowing has been completed. Thank you DPW! The area is really over grown down by the pond. One sign post along the path is missing at the trail divide.  An unknown person performed maintenance on the foot bridge which was nice to see.  Jeff Goldknopf will take some pictures of the site where work might be scheduled in the future. Please be careful to wear bright orange colors as the hunting season is about to begin. Wiggin Farm improvements will be on the agenda for the next meeting.
Easement Monitoring Schedule: 
Piscassic-Loiselle: Jeff Goldknopf will circulate the last report along with a blank form.  The monitoring will be on Oct. 18 at 9:00 am. Bruce Fecteau and Andrea Frey expressed interest in attending.
Wiggin Farm: This monitoring needs to be done along with Fish and Game. Drew Kiefaber and Jeff Goldknopf are working on a date early in November on a week day (early in the am ~ 6:35 am).
Smith Sister Audubon: This monitoring is scheduled for Sunday, October 25 from 9-12 noon.  Bruce Fecteau, Andrea Frey, Bob Gazda and Marianne Hannagan expressed interest. The CC informs our contact at Audubon that the monitoring is planned and invite them to attend.
New Roots Farm: Monitoring must be completed by January 30, 2016 and we must contact the owner to coordinate the visit.  It is best to do this once the ground is frozen.
Silverman-Schneer:  To be discussed at the next meeting.
Hilton Easement:  The Hilton Easement will be performed by the Southeast Land Trust.

9. Adjournment
                                                                                   Action
Motion:   Bruce Fecteau moved to adjourn the meeting.
Second:   Jeff Goldknopf 
Vote:        Approved 6-0-0

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 12, 2015.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Frick, Recording SecretaryAttendance at the Conservation Celebration is $10 per adult, $5 per child 7 and over (children under 6 are free). Includes lunch. Please reserve your spot by Wednesday, June 3th by calling 603-778-6088, emailing register@seltnh.org or completing this online form. Please specify which field trips you will attend and whether you would like a vegetarian meal.  
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