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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
November 12, 2015
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Jeff Goldknopf (Chair), Drew Kiefaber (Vice Chair), Andrea Frey (Treasurer), Marianne Hannagan, Bob Gazda (Alternate), Fred Pearson, and Patrick Reynolds (Alternate). 
Members Absent: Bruce Fecteau, Amy Burns (Town Council Rep - Ex-Officio), and Ezra Temko (Planning Board Rep). All excused.
Called to Order: 7:05 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call
The Conservation Commission welcomes Patrick Reynolds as our new alternate! With the absence of two voting members, the Chair appointed Bob Gazda and Patrick Reynolds as voting members for this meeting.

3. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

With a number of speakers present in the audience, the Chair asked to move forward in the agenda to items under Old/New Business.  There was no objection. 
8.    Old/New Business
Gravel Pit Permit Renewal – Rosa – Tax Map R6, Lot 2:  Wayne Rosa spoke regarding the Gravel Pit Renewal Permit for the property on Rt. 152 which he and Janice have owned since 1984. They are required to come before the CC and PB every three years for approval of this renewal. The CC is required to perform a site walk and provide the comments/concerns to the PB.  They are ‘grandfathered’, however, on the 2002 aquifer protection. The Rosas went before the PB two nights ago and the PB decided an official site walk was not necessary this year.  If the CC wants a site walk, then CC members would do this with Diane Hardy and Mike Hoffman (Code Enforcement Office). Mr. Rosa has not been doing very much work on the property anymore, so the plan hasn’t changed very much.  No water is flowing from the property. Some reclamation has taken place along the tree line next to Rt. 152. The Chair will ask Diane and Mike to choose a convenient date and the Chair will let the CC know so that some members might be able to attend. After the walk, the comments will be distributed to the CC for review before they are sent forward to the PB. The Code Enforcement Office will be required to check the grades so that they remain in compliance (4 ft. above the water table).
Wiggin Farm-Tuttle Swamp Management – Ellen Snyder: Ellen Snyder, Certified Wildlife Biologist from Ibis Wildlife Consulting, came before the CC to speak about the Wiggin Farm which falls in the Tuttle Swamp Watershed. She provided a detailed history of the management plan and it is attached at the end of this report. It is required that someone from the CC go along with the Stewardship Specialist from the State Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) to complete the annual monitoring.  This year, however, the monitoring was completed by Steve Walker of the OEP, but since the Town is the landowner, several people from the CC should have gone on the monitoring as well.  The last management plan for the Wiggin Farm was approved in 2005, so the plan needs to be updated or a new plan must be prepared as we are due to do so every 10 years.  As reported by the OEP, there is an abutter issue which must be resolved.
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The monitoring report was not sent to the Town (the land owner) and should have been. She requested a copy of the report and forwarded the report to the CC.  She also mentioned several conservation parcels that are listed with errors and need to be corrected at a future date. These include: the Currier Parcel and Herron Point.
Jim Oehler will help the CC apply for the Small Grant Program at Fish and Game (there are no deadlines for these grants). Ellen has agreed to volunteer to help with the grant and develop a plan for approximately 4-6 acres to take it from forest to scrub habitat.  Native shrubs are available inexpensively from the State Nursery. To do anything on the Wiggin and Currier properties, the CC would need to update the management plans and prepare new maps with an addendum including what has been completed.
Jeff Goldknopf will distribute the pdf of the management plan to the CC. He will consult with Diane Hardy about the process to produce an RFP for a consultant.  A management plan would take until spring to complete. Once completed, the CC could apply for a grant with the assistance of Jim Oehler. A strategy for invasive plant control would need to be included before the large trees are removed. Help could be sought from the Stewardship Network (UNH) which is a group that links projects with volunteer workers. Ellen has volunteered to review the plan with the CC.  The meeting will be posted if more than three members will be present.  The review will be prepared before the next meeting of the CC in December. 
Wiggin Farm Monitoring Report – NH Office of Energy and Planning: The monitoring report was received from Steve Walker, OEP, and the possible placement of a fence on the Wiggin Farm. The Chair requested a motion to go into non-public session for discussion.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Non-Public Session:
A motion to go into non-public session to discuss confidential matters related to real estate, pursuant for RSA 91-A:3, II(c) , was made by Fred Pearson, seconded by Drew Kiefaber, and approved without discussion 7-0-0.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A motion to end the non-public session was made by Jeff Goldknopf, seconded by Drew Kiefaber, and approved without discussion 7-0-0.

A motion to seal the minutes of the non-public session was made by Jeff Goldknopf, seconded by Drew Kiefaber, and approved without discussion 7-0-0.

4. Approval of Minutes
October 8, 2015
		                                                     Action
Motion:   Jeff Goldknopf moved that the minutes of October 8, 2015 be approved as drafted.
   Second:   Andrea Frey 
Vote:        Approved 5-0-2

5. Treasurer’s Report
Andrea Frey, Treasurer, reported had no report for this meeting. Fred Pearson delivered a check to the Treasurer for one more rain barrel which had been sold. Five rain barrels remain in inventory.

6. Committee and Subcommittee Reports
There were no committee or subcommittee reports for this meeting.

                                                                                                       		                                      Approved Minutes 
7. Chairman’s Report
The Chair reported that Don Tucker, a former member of the Conservation Commission, passed away on October 5.  He will be sorely missed by all who knew him.
Hayden Easement:  The Chair reported that he put through the check request for the Southeast Land Trust for the costs to close on the Hayden property.
NHDES Permit – 19 Osprey Lane (Map R2, Lot 36-5-1-3): The Chair reported that the shoreland permit was approved. Plans were revised to include pervious asphalt and modifications to the structure in order to construct a duplex with a storm water management plan. Total area of impact is 9,200 sq. ft.
Mills Scenic Byway: No one from the CC was able to attend the meeting.
Elm Street Project Canoe Portage Easement:  The Town Attorney will be draft any easement needed for this project. The TA believes that the TC will approve this project and move forward.
Old Business: The Chair stopped by DPW to inquire about the turtle signs being taken down and stored for the year and report that the gates at the Wiggin Farm were found unlocked. The gates should be locked before snow is on the ground. The assistant at DPW was very helpful.  The turtle signs were down by the end of the day!  The Chair will send a thank you note. 

8.   Old/New Business (cont)
Schanda Park Usage – Jerry Collins:  Jerry Collins has asked permission to use Schanda Park for the removal of Chick’s Weir.  He will require a dry, two-day period sometime in Oct., Nov., or Dec. along with a very low tide to complete the pulling of the nets, drying/cleaning, and then removal of the Weir for the winter months. He is always careful to post the area where the nets are drying for safety.  A picture of Chick’s Weir may be found at: http://www.newmarketnhhistoricalsociety.org/gallery/picture.php?/771/category/6 
                                                                              Action
Motion:   Drew Kiefaber moved that we grant the request for Mr. Collins to use Schanda Park to remove Chick’s Weir from the Lamprey River.
Second:   Fred Pearson
Vote:        Approved 7-0-0
Marianne Hannagan completed a draft of the flyer for the kiosk at Schanda Park discussed at the last meeting.  The CC had one small suggestion about font size, but otherwise they were very pleased and thanked her for her great work! The sign will be posted after lamination.
Schanda Park Usage Permit Process: The Chair contacted Aimee Gigandet, Assistant Director, at Newmarket Recreation.  She said that they have a system for a schedule calendar and would be happy to help us with this project.
Lubberland Creek Culvert Restoration:  Drew Kiefaber reviewed the plan for the culvert which will cross Bay Road near the Nature Conservancy.  The CC previously voted to contribute $10,000 to this project.  The culvert will be the “model culvert conversion” with a 16’ wide by 9’ tall concrete culvert with a natural bottom.  It will be positioned to align with the flow of the creek allowing the movement of fish and wildlife.  The Nature Conservancy has not yet requested the check we promised.  It was suggested that we invite them to attend a meeting to clarify the engineering report and update the Town on their progress.  The Chair will get in touch with the Nature Conservancy to ask a representative to attend our meeting. 
Piscassic Loiselle Monitoring: Jeff Goldknopf has completed the walk and found no issues to report.  He has not written the report, but will shortly. A co-worker of Jeff’s reported that a citizen, who may attend the next meeting, is interested in an expanded trail network on the property.
Smith Sisters- Audubon Monitoring:  Andrea Frey completed the walk and found a large brush pile with some recent additions to the pile. She took pictures for her report.  Drew Kiefaber will email her the report from last year. She will complete her report shortly.
Easement Monitoring Schedule:  1) New Roots Farm – Drew Kiefaber will contact the owner about walking 
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the property in early December after the hunting season. 2) Silverman-Schneer This property is located at the end of Neal Mill Road.  The monitoring walk will be held on Sunday, November 22 at 9:00 am. All members are welcome to attend.
9. Adjournment
                                                                                   Action
Motion:   Drew Kiefaber moved to adjourn the meeting.
Second:   Fred Pearson 
Vote:        Approved 7-0-0


The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 10, 2015.


Respectfully submitted,
Sue Frick, Recording SecretaryAttendance at the Conservation Celebration is $10 per adult, $5 per child 7 and over (children under 6 are free). Includes lunch. Please reserve your spot by Wednesday, June 3th by calling 603-778-6088, emailing register@seltnh.org or completing this online form. Please specify which field trips you will attend and whether you would like a vegetarian meal.  

Attachments
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2015 SITE VISITS AND DISCUSSIONS

2015 Annual Easement Monitoring

*  Steve Walker (NH Office of Energy and Planning) conducted a site visit on October 13, 2015
and submitted a monitoring report to NHH DES, LCHIP, and Fish and Game.

*  This monitoring report fulfills any obligation that the Town of Newmarket has to provide a
monitoring report to these same entities. No separate site visit and report is required.

¢ |deally someone from the Conservation Commission or representative would participate in
the annual site visit with OEP

N4

Issues raised in the 2015 report: =
o If any new management is planned that is not contained in the 2005 plan, the
existing management plan needs to be updated and approved by OEP (or funding
partners). Typically plans are updated every 10 years.
o Ongoing issue with abutter encroachment needs to be resolved, per easement
monitoring report by OEP

Tuttle Swamp Conservation Area Management Planning Group

s Group met on October 27, 2015 and walked the Wiggin Farm Conservation Area; attended
by Ellen Snyder, Dea Brickner Wood (Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership), Jim Oehler
(Fish and Game), Joanne Glode (The Nature Conservancy).

» The following suggestions were made in regards to the management of Wiggin Farm:

o Mowing of the field late in the season is great and should continue. Leave more
buffer near the foot bridge where the mowing comes closer to the wet swale than
ideal for habitat. Same for the mowed area north of the parking lot. Leave another
50 feet or so unmowed.

o Jim Oehler mentioned Fish and Game’s small grants program that is available to
towns for habitat improvement. We discussed the opportunity to create early
successional habitat in several areas including between the stone wall and the pond,
an area that is growing up into forest from an old field condition.

o Continue with invasive plant control

o Ifthe management plan for Wiggin Farm is updated, consider including
management recommendations for the town-owned “Currier” property at the north
end of Tuttle Swamp (accessible from Route 152). Jim Oehler said that site would
also benefit from habitat work. Any application to the small grants program requires
that the property first have a management plan

Email: ellensnyderl@gmail.com Website: ibiswildlife.com Blog: spicebush.blogspot.com
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Date: November 12, 2015
To: Newmarket Conservation Commission
From: Ellen Snyder, Ibis Wildlife Consulting

Subj:  Wiggin Farm and Tuttle Swamp Conservation Area Management Planning Group

BACKGROUND

2003: The Town of Newmarket acquired 160 acres on Grant Road, now called the Wiggin Farm
Conservation Area. Funding for the acquisition was provided by the Town of
Newmarket, LCHIP, NH Department of Environmental Services (DES), Lamprey River
Advisory Committee (LRAC), and the Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership. Under
this funding agreement, the NH Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) annually monitors
the property and submits a monitoring report to NH DES, LCHIP, and Fish and Game. ‘

2005: The Conservation Commission hired NH Soil Consultants to write a management plan for
the property.

2006: The Nature Conservancy (a member of the Great Bay Resource Protection Plan)
developed a Natural Resource Management Plan for the Tuttle Swamp Watershed as a
guiding document and to help coordination among landowners

2007: Great Bay Resource Protection Partnership created the Tuttle Swamp Conservation Area
Management Planning Group to meet 1-2x per year to talk about management needs
and opportunities to collaborate and support stewardship work. | have served on this
informal group since its beginning providing continuity for the group and link to the
Conservation Commission. The group also includes Fish and Game, The Nature
Conservancy as well as another rep from Newmarket (e.g., Rick Malasky)

Email: ellensnyder1@gmail.com Website: ibiswildlife.com Blog: spicebush.blogspot.com





