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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
July 9, 2015
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Jeff Goldknopf (Chair), Drew Kiefaber (Vice Chair), Bob Gazda (Alternate), Amy Burns (Town Council Rep - Ex-Officio), and Ezra Temko (Planning Board Rep)
Member Absent: Andrea Frey excused, Bruce Fecteau excused, and Fred Pearson excused
Called to Order: 7:06 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call
Jeff Goldknopf appointed Bob Gazda as a voting member for this meeting.

3. Public Comment
There were no public comments.

4. Approval of Minutes
June 11, 2015
Ezra Temko wished to make a small change to the draft minutes.
		                                                     Action
Motion:   Ezra Temko moved that the minutes of June 11, 2015 be approved as amended.
   Second:   Jeff Goldknopf 
Vote:        Approved 3-0-1

5. Treasurer’s Report
Jeff Goldknopf reported that there was nothing unusual to report from the documents that Andrea Frey, Treasurer, forwarded to the commission.

6. Committee and Subcommittee Reports
 Planning Board: Ezra Temko reported that the PB would be meeting next week and will be scheduling a work session on Flood Plain Regulations. He will report on this topic at the next meeting of the CC.

Town Council: Amy Burns mentioned that the TC had a discussion of curbs and sidewalks on Bennet Way.

Trails Committee: Jeff Goldknopf reported on his recent trip to Wiggin Farm. The trail, approximately one mile long, is overgrown and should be mowed this year.  Jeff Goldknopf is willing to go the TA to see if the town might financially undertake the job this year.  The trail requires mowing approximately one to two mowers wide to give walkers with animals the ability to pass without disturbing nesting birds.  Bob Gazda reported that Follett’s Brook is completely over grown on the old road out to the well.  Ezra Temko suggested that we see what the town can afford and then the CC could help the town fund any extra work required.  Drew Kiefaber has agreed to contact the TA about getting the trails cleared.  Jeff Goldknopf also mentioned that an abutter to the Wiggin property has inappropriately made his or her own trail with an
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ATV or mower.  He took photos to document the cut grass and vehicle tracks. Drew Kiefaber will also mention this to the TA.

7. Chairman’s Report
LCHIP Letter: The Chair received a letter and check for $400.00 from LCHIP (Land and Community Heritage Investment Program) for “taking good care of our LCHIP assisted resources”.  The CC thanks them very much and the Chair will deliver the check to the Town for deposit into our account. It was donated this year specifically for the Piscassic River-Loiselle Conservation Area. 

Newmarket Mills Fishing Area: The Chair spoke directly with Steve Fournier and Rich Malasky and they reported that the locked gate issue had been resolved.  However, the Chair has since received another report from a citizen that the gate was locked again.  The Chair will email the TA again, but the gate will soon be closed until next year on July 31. 

Meeting of the Chairs Invitation: The Chair received an invitation for a meeting of all the Chairs of the current committees and commissions in town. No date has been set as yet.

8. Old/New Business
19 Osprey Lane Letter: Jeff Goldknopf has recused himself from this discussion.  Vice-Chair, Drew Kiefaber, read into the record the letter sent to DES based on discussions at the last CC meeting: 
“At our recent Newmarket Conservation Commission meeting a large public appearance was made on behalf of the Moody Point Homeowners Association. The Association has concerns about the Shoreland permit application for 19 Osprey Lane in Newmarket. Of interest to the Commission are their concerns about drainage and run-off. Although the drainage analysis plan prepared by Beals Association, PLLC provides adequate drainage for the project, a portion of the abatement system relies on pervious sidewalks. The Homeowners Association feels that there is a possibility that these sidewalks will not be maintained as needed and that the lack of such maintenance will cause more drainage problems in an already flood prone area.

The commission feels that this is a code enforcement issue but also has concerns about added run-off into Great Bay. We would advise that strict adherence to the proposed drainage plan be enforced and that the maintenance of the pervious sidewalks on the property be upheld by the Association and subsequent homeowners. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns as the application process moves forward.”
We also received a copy of a letter sent to Craig Day at DES from Gove Environmental Services (representing the developer) in response to the DES request for more Information on the 19 Osprey Lane plan. The developer basically wishes to continue with the project. The CC would like to take a site walk of the property.

Public Comment:  Trish Simon, 510 Cushing Road, reported that the time is approaching for the end of the build out of three remaining properties with one duplex, one single family home, and the unknown build on 19 Osprey Lane.  There are three other lots which been declared wetlands by the DES.

The site walk is scheduled for Thursday, July 23 at 6:00 pm. Members planning to attend include Bob Gazda, Drew Kiefaber, Ezra Temko, and Amy Burns.  Drew Kiefaber will send a confirmation email.  Trish Simon and other MPHOA members will meet the CC members at the Osprey Circle sign to go along on the walk.  Jeff Goldknopf will contact DES about their progress toward the final decision. 
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Schanda Park Use Request – Recreation Department “Arts in the Park”: Aimee Gigandet, Assistant Director of the Recreation Department, is seeking approval for the use of Schanda Park for the “Arts in the Park Summer Concert Series”.  She would like to use the brick area and may use a small tent, if/when necessary. The planned series of non-alcoholic concerts will last approximately 1 ½ hours on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM and she is beginning to book the bands now. The size of the performing groups are expected to be small. The series begins on Tuesday, July 21.
Action
Motion:   Drew Kiefaber moved that the Recreation Department be permitted to use Schanda Park for the “Arts in the Park” series for the summer of 2015 as needed.
Second:   Jeff Goldknopf 
Vote:        Approved 4-0-0

More information about the series may be found at:  http://www.newmarketrec.org/  Ms. Gigandet is currently updating the recreation brochure on the trails in Newmarket for the Recreation Department.  She wanted to know if we had specific regulations about dogs on the properties.  Jeff Goldknopf confirmed that all parks allow dogs except for Schanda Park.  There are certain parcels that have leash and clean-up regulations. Wiggin Farm has a specific regulation for dogs on leashes during the ground nesting season for birds.  Information is available on the kiosks. She will email the list to Jeff Goldknopf for editing/updating and he will email it to the commission members for comments. 

Salon Realty LLC– 438 Wadleigh Falls Road – Site Inspection Discussion:  To review, in 2011 the owner of the property performed violations by clear-cutting of the area along with stump removal within the wetland areas. At the time, the Planning Department, the CEO, and Lenny Lord looked to the CC for guidance.  A restoration plan was put in place requiring 480 plants be planted and distributed over the area requiring a 75% survival rate.  Mark Jacobs, a local wetlands soil scientist, inspected the property on 5/31/2011 and reported that it was in substantial compliance and that no further inspections were needed at that time. Three weeks ago, Diane Hardy, the Town Planner, asked Mr. John Daley (the owner), Jeff Goldknopf, Fred Pearson, Ezra Temko, and Michael Cuomo (NH Certified Soil, Wetland, and Design Scientist with Rockingham County Conservation District)  to attend a site walk with her to view the property to determine if the conditions of original approval had been met. The group found that few, if any trees, had survived and they discovered (in the ‘no stump’ area) two perfect 20’ rows of high bush blueberries spaced 5 ft. apart.  There is no understanding about why the trees planted did not survive. Perhaps it was a result of the grading and stump removal that caused significant disturbance to the area at that time. In the area where stumps were left, poplar and birch trees, autumn olive and multiflora roses are now growing. Mr. Daley has agreed to mechanically remove the invasive species and, in a later email to Diane Hardy, agreed that he would transplant approximately 20 red maples and hemlocks from another property that he owns. If planted, the CC should recommend that these trees be planted in the meadow area. He is, however, tired of the rules and regulations and has no interest in doing any more to the property. The good news is that the soil has been stabilized and the entire area has been revegetated (mostly with grasses).  There is now growth from the old stumps and the meadow area is stabilized.  The Chair recommends that a yearly walk of the property be made to check on the progress of invasive species removal. Based on the CC’s discussions, Jeff Goldknopf will draft a letter with recommendations/comments and send it to all members for additional comment/changes before it goes forward to the Planning Department. 
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Hayden Preserve Bald Hill Road Subdivision Development Agreement:  The agreement was sent to all members. The project is moving forward.

Schanda Park – Improvements:  This item is postponed until the next meeting.

Littering Notice in Town Newsletter:  Ezra Temko will ask that the TA to mention something in the Town Newsletter about the successful clean-up sponsored by Newmarket Solutions and about efforts to keep Newmarket litter-free. 

Peggy Small-Porter, 28 Beech Street, spoke and suggested that it would very helpful if people would clean-up any of their recycle materials that blow around on windy pick-up days. Ezra Temko will pass this comment along to the TA.

Water Withdrawal Signage at 10-12 Locations Around Town: Bruce Fecteau contacted the Chair as he has received the estimate for the signs from New England Barricade Company: painted on aluminum @ $77.00 each and silk screened on aluminum @ $37.00 each.  New England Barricade felt that the silk screened signs will last just as long as the more expensive ones. The consensus of the CC is to buy the silk screen signs at $37.00/each.  The money was approved for expenditure at the last meeting.  Jeff Goldknopf will let Bruce Fecteau know of the decision of the CC so that he can move ahead with the order.

Piscassic-Loiselle Fence Repair:  Jeff Goldknopf hopes to repair the fence on July 11. 

Wiggin Farm Letter:  Postponed to the next meeting. 
9.   Adjournment
                             ACTION
Motion: 	Drew Kiefaber moved to adjourn the meeting.
                                   Second:    Bob Gazda 
             Vote: 	Unanimously Approved 4-0-0


The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 13, 2015.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Frick, Recording SecretaryAttendance at the Conservation Celebration is $10 per adult, $5 per child 7 and over (children under 6 are free). Includes lunch. Please reserve your spot by Wednesday, June 3th by calling 603-778-6088, emailing register@seltnh.org or completing this online form. Please specify which field trips you will attend and whether you would like a vegetarian meal.  
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