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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
February 12, 2015
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Jeff Goldknopf (Vice Chair), Bruce Fecteau, Andrea Frey, Eric Salovitch, Toni Weinstein (Town Council Rep), John Brackett (Planning Board Rep), and Jessica Veysey-Powell (Alternate)
Members Absent:  Drew Kiefaber (Chair) excused, Fred Pearson excused, and Bob Gazda (Alternate) excused.
Called to Order: 7:07 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

1. Roll Call
The Vice-Chair appointed Jessica Veysey-Powell as a voting member for this meeting. He also welcomed Eric Salovitch as new member who was recently appointed by the Town Council.

1. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

1. Approval of Minutes
       January 8, 2014:
ACTION
Motion: 	Andrea Frey moved that the minutes of January 8, 2015 be approved as drafted.
                               Second:	Jeff Goldknopf
                               Vote: 	After some discussion, the vote was tabled until the next meeting.

1. Treasurer’s Report
With the absence of an elected Treasurer, the financial report was emailed from Drew Kiefaber to all members. There were no comments.

1. Committee and Subcommittee Reports
John Brackett (Planning Board Rep):  No report for this meeting.
Toni Weinstein (Town Council Rep): 1) The TC was pleased to appoint Eric Salovitch to the CC as a new member.  2) A public hearing was held on January 21st about the cutting of trees along Bay Road (which is designated as a scenic road).  John Brackett attended the hearing and made comments during the public hearing about one specific tree of concern.  The TC recommended approval of the resolution without amendment and the cutting will go forward on all marked trees as planned. 3) The deliberative session for the Town was held on January 31st. The meeting proceeded very quickly and everything was passed. 
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Jessica Veysey-Powell asked if the Land Protection Sub-Committee had heard back from the NHSELT. The CC has not heard so she volunteered to contact them before the next meeting.

1. Chairman’s Report
Drew Kiefaber passed along a copy of the recent publication from the Great Bay Stewards,             Great Bay Matters.  This publication is also available for viewing online at: http://www.greatbaystewards.org/GreatBayMatters.cfm 

1. Old/New Business
Shoreland Permit – 7 Osprey Lane, Moody Point:  The Planning Department in the Town received a copy of this request on January 20th. Members had concerns about whether or not this is a buildable lot and if the proposed ‘rain garden by retention’ falls within 100 feet of the Lamprey River. DES encourages the CC to comment on shoreland permits involving mitigation.  The CC is unaware of any letter sent by LRAC commenting on the proposal.  No formal response is required from the CC, but, after discussion, the members would like to request 30 days to have time to review the request and respond. Jessica Veysey-Powell will draft a letter indicating that this is under review and the CC needs more time.  She will also send Diane Hardy an email asking if there are any restrictions on this property. Jeff Goldknopf will forward the finalized letter to the appropriate contacts at the DES.

Application for Usage of Schanda Park from Loco Sports for Great Bay Half Marathon:  The CC received an application of usage of Schanda Park for the ‘post-race celebration’ on April 12, 2015 for the 9th Annual Great Bay Half Marathon.  The CC agreed that Jeff Goldknopf will sign the application and see that copies go to the Town Clerk’s Office and the Police Department. More information on the event may be found at: http://greatbayhalf.com/ 

Composters:  After discussion, the CC decided that this agenda item should be tabled until Fred Pearson is able to attend a meeting to help with decisions.

Easement Monitoring- Piscassic River/Loiselle- Completed:  Bruce Fecteau, his wife, and Bob Gazda completed the monitoring in 1.5 to 2 hours.  Drew Kiefaber also completed the monitoring and the final report.  Bruce Fecteau reported that there were no infringements on the property and that is was clean of litter, leaves, and brush piles.

Conservation Commission Annual Scholarship:   Bruce Fecteau reported that it is time for the applications to be distributed to the school and town.

ACTION
Motion: 	Bruce Fecteau moved the CC authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for the annual Conservation Commission Scholarship to be awarded to a graduating high 
                 school senior who is a resident of Newmarket and plans to major in an environmental/conservation related –major in college.
                               Second:	John Brackett
                               Vote: 	Approved unanimously 5-0
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Bruce Fecteau will update the application and distribute it to the appropriate people at the high school and the town office for noticing on DCAT. Monies are also set aside in the budget for environmentally focused field trips for the Elementary School and the Jr/Sr High School. The Chair is empowered to make quick decisions on the distribution of these funds. 
ACTION
Motion: 	Jeff Goldknopf moved to set aside $500.00 to be expended in the next 12 months for environmentally-oriented field trips by the Newmarket school system.
                               Second:	Andrea Frey
                               Vote: 	Approved 5-0

Turtle Signs:  All signs were taken down and stored by DPW this fall. Bruce Fecteau still has two large signs. Jessica Veysey-Powell still has several smaller signs. Unfortunately, this year one sign was stolen from Grant Road.  We will contact DPW in late March to begin replacing the signs for the ‘turtle season’ which usually begins in mid-April to early May.
Minutes for April 10, 2014:
ACTION
Motion: 	Jessica Veysey-Powell moved to approve the minutes of April 10, 2014 as drafted.
                               Second:	John Brackett
                               Vote: 	Approved 6-0

1. Adjournment
ACTION
Motion: 	    Andrea Frey moved to adjourn the meeting.
                               Second:	    John Brackett
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion:  John Brackett indicated that this would be his last meeting. He appreciated the experience of working on the CC and enjoyed meeting everyone. He hopes to continue serving the Town in the future. Thank you John!
Vote:            Approved 6-0


The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 12, 2015


Respectfully submitted,
Sue Frick
Recording Secretary
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