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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
December 12, 2013
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Drew Kiefaber (Chairman), Bruce Fecteau (Vice Chair),Jeff Goldknopf (Treasurer), , Stephanie Coster (Alternate), Bob Gazda (Alternate), Jessica Veysey-Powell (Alternate), and  Dale Pike (Town Council Rep)
Members Absent: George Hilton excused, Fred Pearson excused, and Janice Rosa (Planning Board Rep) excused
Called to Order: 7:08 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

1. Roll Call
Drew Kiefaber appointed Stephanie Coster and Jessica Veysey-Powell as voting members for the excused members. Because there are several guests in the audience related to items under Old/New Business, the Chair suggests that the CC adjust the agenda to accommodate their early participation in the meeting.  There were no objections.

8. Old/New Business

Rockingham Country Club – Wildlife Assessment:  Jeff Goldknopf recused himself.  The habitat assessment has been received from West Environmental.  The Chair emailed a copy to everyone. Jim Gove from Gove Environmental Services and Matt Asia from Chinburg Builders were present to comment on the West Environmental report that recommends the following: A) removal of a large brush pile for wetland buffer restoration (they agree to remediate); B) wetland restoration of a small area near lots 18 and 19 (they agree to remove the culvert and plant native vegetation); C) NH licensed forester with expertise in tree risk assessment should identify trees in the wetland buffer that will survive wind exposure ( they agree with this request);  D) the remaining land including the prime wetland and islands of upland in the NW areas should be protected as these areas abut other properties of the Town and have conservation value (Chinburg builders will perform this); E) lots 20 & 21 have limited building envelopes and require additional plantings to protect the buffer (they agree); F) lots 25, 26, and 27 are closest to the very poorly drained and prime wetland buffer and Mr. West suggests not building on lots 25 and 27.  Mr. Gove does not agree and suggests that they look to modify the lots with additional plantings and have some discussion with Mr. West.  The Planning Board passed all the buffer waivers presented at their recent meeting.  The open space will not be available for community, but rather available only to members of the homeowners association. Drew Kiefaber believes that there is possibly a typo in the report regarding the lots to be considered for remaining unbuilt. He believes that it should read 25 through 27 not just 25 and 27.  Mr. Asia says that the elimination of these three lots would be an economic hardship to Chinburg Builders. If the lots remain, the HOA or Town would need to 
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perform an inspection to see that nothing is disturbed by the homeowners. Jessica Veysey-Powell suggested that they use a silt fence during the project to prevent turtles from nesting during construction in the soft soil/sand.  Mr. Gove believes that it needs to be backed by a silt sock and will recommend that both be used. The silt sock is completely biodegradable. 

Drew Kiefaber will consider all of the CC comments and concerns in the letter to the PB before their next meeting in January.  Mr. Gove would like to see the letter as soon as possible to help in their planning.  Drew will draft a letter to the PB supporting the West Environmental Survey.  The CC has seen a proposal that would increase the buffer on the particular lots discussed: 1) the CC wants some markings/signage to delineate the boundaries and 2) request that annual inspections be made on these sites. The CC would like to see both a silt fencing and silt sock be used to prevent run-off during construction.  The CC will include a list of priorities in the letter related to the report.  Jessica Veysey-Powell has agreed to work with Drew Kiefaber on the letter.  
	
Back to the agenda:

1. Public Comments

There were no public comments.

1. Approval of Minutes

No minutes to approve.

1. Treasurer’s Report

Jeff Goldknopf sent out copies to all members. He explained the accounting system that was confusing in the previous month. There were no other questions.

1. Committee and Subcommittee Report

Dale Pike (Town Council Representative): A private group of involved citizens has expressed an interest in the Macallen Dam and is exploring various preservation options. They have been encouraged to bring ideas back to the Town Council.

Bruce Fecteau has received a call from the high school regarding the Conservation Scholarship for 2014. It will be discussed again at the beginning of the year.

The CC has been contacted about the date for annual Heritage Festival to be scheduled for late May, 2014.
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1. Chairman’s Report

Drew Kiefaber reported that he has not drafted the letter to Ms. Crimlisk about the rose trimming yet, but will do so as time permits.

1. Old/New Business

Rockingham Country Club – Wildlife Assessment:  Continued CC discussion about the priorities in the letter to the PB. The CC agreed with the West assessment: 1) they agree that lots 25, 26, and 27 be eliminated, 2) if not, then lot adjustments would be recommended, and 3) if not, then further plantings be put in place to protect the buffer.

Wetlands Permit – Rockingham Country Club: The CC sent a letter to DES requesting an extension to review their mitigation efforts to fill three small wetland areas.  A letter will be sent to DES referencing the permit application and the Mark West recommendations (A and B): The culvert will be filled and the brush piles be removed and the areas replanted.  

Wetlands Permit-NH DOT 108 Shoulder Widening Project:  We sent a letter to DES requesting an extension and received a letter in response.  The CC should send comments back before the end of January. The CC will move the regular meeting in January to Wednesday to accommodate a discussion with Mr. Grandmaison from NH DOT. After that meeting, we will send a letter with our comments.

Easement Stewardship Monitoring:
Audubon/Smith Sisters- Bruce Fecteau did the monitoring on Oct 26 and will prepare the report. Drew Kiefaber will forward the report from last year to update.
Silverman-Schneer- Jeff Goldknopf and Drew Kiefaber walked the property on Nov. 23. It was in the same condition as last year. The bridge is a class six road, however, and is showing some age related decline. The Town is unlikely to repair it and some safety issues may require attention in the future.
Wiggin Farm- Steve Walker from NH Fish and Game and Drew Kiefaber met on December 10 to walk the property.  Everything looks in good shape.
Piscassic River-Loiselle - The report was completed by Jeff Goldknopf. He will send out a new draft incorporating some CC suggestions.
New Roots Farm- The report is done. Jeff Goldknopf met Jeff Cantara who has asked that we define the outer limits of the easement.  The work will be done as promised during the winter months. 
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1. Adjournment

ACTION

Motion:                  Bruce Fecteau moved that the meeting be adjourned.
                           Second:                  Bob Gazda
                           Vote:                      Passed Unanimously


The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 PM
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 8. 2014

	

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Frick
Recording Secretary
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