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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
April 9, 2015
7:00 PM Council Chambers
Members Present: Drew Kiefaber (Chair), Jeff Goldknopf (Vice Chair), Bruce Fecteau, Andrea Frey, Fred Pearson, and Amy Burns (Town Council Rep - Ex-Officio) 
Members Absent:  Bob Gazda (Alternate) excused
Called to Order: 7:04 PM 
Agenda Items:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call
The Chair welcomed Amy Burns as the new ex-officio member from the Town Council and thanked her for serving on the Town Council and the Conservation Commission this year. He also wanted to thank Toni Weinstein who served as the Town Council representative last year. Her time and efforts on behalf of the Conservation Commission and the Town were greatly appreciated.

3. Public Comments
Toni Weinstein, Ash Swamp Road, thanked the Conservation Commission. She appreciated the opportunity to learn so much about Newmarket from the members while serving on the Commission.  She reported on the progress of the road-side clean-up scheduled for May 16th from 9:00 –noon which was discussed at the March 12, 2015 meeting. The roads to be cleaned of litter will be announced shortly.  All who is interested in helping will gather at Crackskull’s Books and Café between 8:30-9:00 am. There will be posters around town about this event and an email will go out as well.  Workers are encouraged to wear work gloves and boots.  Rubber gloves and reflective tape will be provided. The bags will be provided by the DPW and will be picked-up at several road corners after the clean-up is completed. They are planning a BBQ/ luncheon afterwards at noon and more information on this will be forthcoming.

4. Approval of Minutes

       March 12, 2015:
ACTION
Motion: 	Drew Kiefaber moved that the minutes of March 12, 2015 be approved as drafted.
                                   Second:	Bruce Fecteau 
                                   Vote: 	Approved unanimously 5-0-0

      March 26, 2015:
ACTION
Motion: 	Drew Kiefaber moved that the minutes of March 26, 2015 be approved as drafted.
                                   Second:	Bruce Fecteau 
                                   Vote: 	Approved unanimously 5-0-0
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5. Treasurer’s Report

The Chair did not receive a report from the Finance Office this month.  Fred Pearson had checks totaling $129.00 to deposit from the purchase of two rain barrels and one turner. Jeff Goldknopf also had a check for $47.00 from the sale of the last composter in stock.  He pointed out that, after he reviewed a previous statement, it appeared that there was still monies in the open space fund that had not been transferred.  He will ask for more details from the Finance Office before the next meeting.

6. Committee and Subcommittee Reports

Amy Burns (Town Council Rep) did not have anything to report for this meeting.

The Commission does not have a Planning Board Rep appointed yet.

Drew Kiefaber and Jeff Goldknopf are planning to begin work again on the Trails Committee. 

Bruce Fecteau has delivered the CC scholarship applications forms to the High School and the Town. Andrea Frey, Fred Pearson, and Bruce Fecteau have agreed to serve on the review committee this year. Bruce Fecteau will collect the applications and they will have a review/selection session before the next meeting in May.

Andrea Frey brought up the installation of turtle signs this season.  Jeff Goldknopf will remind the TA ad DPW that it is fast approaching the time for the signs to go up for the expected migration.

7. Chairman’s Report

The Chair received an advertisement for a book which has just been released entitled:  “Big Trees of New Hampshire: Short Hikes to the Biggest Trees in New Hampshire from the Seacoast to the North Country” by Kevin Martin.  The author is from Epping, NH. It is available online for $22.46 in paperback http://www.amazon.com/Big-Trees-New-Hampshire-Seacoast/dp/1937721183 .

Newmarket Planning Board and the Strafford Regional Planning Committee are planning a visioning session (LIVE – Local, Interactive, Visioning, Exercise) as part of the Master Plan Update on April 18 from 9:00-12:00 noon in the Town Hall Auditorium. All members of the public are invited to attend for snacks and conversation.   Please RSVP to Kyle Pimental at Kpimental@strafford.org or at 994-3500.

Joanne Glode, Southern New Hampshire Stewardship Ecologist, sent the Commission a letter about a planned event, “Weed Watcher Workshop and 3rd Annual Garlic Mustard Challenge” on Saturday May 2 from 9:30 – noon.  More information is available at: 
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/newhampshire/events/weed-watcher-workshop-garlic-mustard-challenge.xml 

8. Old/New Business
LRAC Letter Related to Alternation of Terrain (AOT) Permit – 5 Young Lane: LRAC copied the CC in a letter they sent with their concerns:
· they have reviewed the application
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· they have noted the upgrades being done to the WWTF
· LRAC would like to review the Erosion Control Plan on file which was requested by the DES
· LRAC is concerned about attachment #13(AOT Permit) regarding the drainage treatment swale which is planned to be completed very late in the construction sequence. They want to know why this isn’t being done earlier in the process.
· they have indicated that the secondary clarifier #3 which is planned  appears to be on Fish & Game land and appears to block the road which provides river access and they do not wish to see any disturbance to this area
· they questioned a PVC drain that was coming out from under the building and they wanted to make sure that the building drainage was not being sent to the swale  
Bald Hill Development Land Transferred to SELTNH:  The Land Stewardship Plan for the Bald Hill Development was developed by the SELTNH with input from Chinburg Builders regarding the transfer of a 21 acre parcel on Bald Hill Road to the Trust for management as open space.  Diane Hardy (Town Planner), Matt Asia (Chinburg Builders), David Viale (SELTNH), Jeremy Lougee (SELTNH), and Drew Kiefaber met to review the plan on April 7. The CC received a copy of the updated stewardship plan.  The PB would like the CC to provide comment for their April 14 meeting when this matter will be discussed. After discussion of the plan, Drew Kiefaber agreed to draft a letter and send it to members for comments. 
The CC letter prepared later reads as follows:  On Thursday April 9th the Newmarket Conservation Commission reviewed a proposed Land Stewardship Plan for the Chinburg Development LLC Tract on Bald Hill Road, Newmarket, NH.  This Land Stewardship Plan has been developed through the cooperation of Chinburg Builders and the Southeast Land Trust with input from the Newmarket Planning Department.  The goal of the Land Stewardship Plan is to define the management goals, conservation values/features and land use restrictions for the property.  An estimated timeline for planned property management activities and inspections is included as well.  
While the Newmarket Conservation Commission supports the overall goals and restrictions in the proposed Land Stewardship Plan, Commission members did have a few comments. 
1. A concern was expressed about Restriction 2 which potentially could restrict hunting on the property. However, the Commission does acknowledge that much of the property would likely fall within the 300 foot safety zone provided to the homes. 
1. Forestry is mentioned multiple times in the Land Stewardship Plan and the Commission was curious if forestry is anticipated in the near term future. 
The Newmarket Conservation Commission is excited about the public access to the Bald Hill Open Space property. We think this will provide the townspeople an opportunity to view the surrounding area from a unique vantage point. 

Election of New a New Chair, Vice-Chair and Treasurer:
ACTION
Motion: 	Bruce Fecteau nominated Jeff Goldknopf for Chair
                                   Second:	Fred Pearson 
                                   Vote: 	Approved 4-0-1
ACTION
Motion: 	Jeff Goldknopf nominated Drew Kiefaber for Vice-Chair
                                   Second:	Bruce Fecteau 
                                   Vote: 	Approved unanimously 5-0-0
ACTION
Motion:    Drew Kiefaber nominated Andrea Frey for Treasurer
                                   Second:	Bruce Fecteau 
                                   Vote: 	Approved 4-0-1
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The newly elected officers shall be:
Jeff Goldknopf, Chair
Drew Kiefaber, Vice-Chair
Andrea Frey, Treasurer

Fred Pearson mentioned that we have 13 rain barrels remaining in stock.  The CC plans to wait one year before considering an order of composters and turners. He will be in touch with the Town about advertising them on Chan 13. 

Andrea Frey is seeking volunteers to work with the Lamprey River Wastershed Association to perform water sampling in Newmarket.  These are bi-weekly samples at the Rt. 108 crossing of the Lamprey River. Andrea facilitates the equipment rotation between towns during sampling in June and August. There are training sessions and she plans to post a flyer and put an advertisement on Chan 13 seeking community volunteers 

The CC plans a clean-up of invasive species on the Wiggin Farm for Sunday, April 19 from 9 – noon. Drew Kiefaber will borrow the weed wrenches.  

Bruce Fecteau brought up the repairs that need to be made in Schanda Park. The Chair has asked Bruce Fecteau and Fred Pearson to look at the property and assess the repairs needed. This will be discussed at the next meeting with regard to seeking bids for the repair work.

Lamprey River Footpath Feasibility Study:
Preston Samuel, from the Lamprey River Advisory Committee, is representing Sharon Meeker, the Chair of the Recreation Sub-Committee, this evening to discuss the Lamprey River Footpath Feasibility Study.  They have identified that hiking/jogging is an underserved use along the 23 miles of the Lamprey River through Epping, Lee, Durham, and Newmarket. They plan to do a feasibility study to see if this is possible. LRAC would like to model this trail after the Bay Circuit Trail and Greenway in MA. http://baycircuit.org/wordpress/  

There was a question from the CC about who would be responsible for the upkeep of the trails in each town.  Mr. Samuel felt that it might be local groups, however this may be determined in during the feasibility study once interested parties are identified.  He requested copies of trail maps for Newmarket from the CC to add to their database. The CC felt that this is a very interesting and exciting project and hoped to hear more as the process continues. A copy of Mr. Samuel’s presentation follows the minutes.

9. Adjournment
ACTION

Motion:    Drew Kiefaber moved to adjourn the meeting.
                                   Second:	Bruce Fecteau 
                                   Vote: 	Approved unanimously 5-0-0

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2015

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Frick, Recording Secretary
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Lamprey River Footpath Feasibility Study
Meeting with Newmarket Conservation Commission
April 9, 2015

1. Recreational Value of the Lamprey River Corridor
Fishing/swimming already served by long-standing access points
Canoeing/kayaking access currently being improved by LRAC
Hiking/jogging still an underserved sector

2. NPS Call to Action Program
Celebrates the 100th anniversary of the NPS
Strong emphasis on making parklands accessible to urban centers

3. The Lamprey River Wild and Scenic Footpath Feasibility Study
Awarded $6000 - Matched with LRAC efforts
Must be spent by September 30, 2015

4. Two phases to this feasibility study
Map the corridor within 1/4 mile of the river
Use SRPC GIS mapping - seek potential routes
Conduct public listening sessions in the four W&S towns
Seek advocates for partnering in future phases

5. Trail routing Must-Haves
Beginning at Mary Blair Park - Connect to SELT Pawtuckaway properties
Pass thru all four Wild and Scenic towns - Connect with Town/State trails
End at Lubberland Creek Preserve - Connect with Sweet Trail
Double as Canoe Portage Paths at Wadley/Wiswall/Packers Falls

6. Other considerations
Connect with Historic Resources
Connect with Epping and Newmarket Village Areas
Connect with mass transit stops
Commercial campgrounds (3)

~

. Protecting Natural Resources
Footpath only - minimal impact/minimal maintenance
Avoid wetlands
Avoid Areas of Outstanding Natural Resources

8 Our "Early Consultation" meeting today with the Newmarket Conservation Comm.
Seek general advice
Collect trails/conservation parcels maps
Identify any Areas of Outstanding Natural Resources




