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TOWN OF NEWMARKET, NH 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

October 13, 2016 

7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Members Present: Jeff Goldknopf (Chair), Drew Kiefaber (Vice Chair), Andrea Sellers (Treasurer),  

Marianne Hannagan, Ann LaFortune, Julia Sinclair (Alternate), and Ezra Temko (Planning Board Rep)  

Members Absent: Patrick Reynolds, Bob Gazda (Alternate), and Phil Nazzaro (Town Council Rep - Ex-Officio) 

excused 

Called to Order: 7:05 PM  

Agenda Items: 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

2. Roll Call 

The Chair appointed Julia Sinclair as a voting member for this meeting. The Conservation Commission 

welcomes Ann LaFortune as a new member and thanked her for volunteering her time to the Town. 

 

3. Public Comments 

There were no public comments. 

 

With speakers present in the audience, the Chair asked to move the agenda forward to items under 

Old/New Business. There was no objection.  

 

8.    Old/New Business  

Old Business:  

Boulder Heights Subdivision M/L U2-297 & 320:  Jim Gove, Gove Environmental, and Mike Garrepy, Tuck 

Reality, were present to answer any questions that CC may have and to request a letter supporting the 

project. The Planning Board (PB) would specifically like feedback from the CC on the 100 ft. buffer prior to 

their next meeting on November 15.  Mark West, West Environmental Inc., was hired to review the wetland 

buffers and make his comments on the proposed project specific to the boundaries. The memorandum from 

Jim Gove to Mike Garrepy which includes the review comments from Mark West, is attached (pgs. 5-8). The 

CC may perform site walks at any time, with proper notice to the HOA, should concerns arise. The Town 

Code Enforcement Office would be tasked to maintain compliance. The Chair mentioned the concerns of the 

CC about how the total area of developable land (from the yield plan) was derived. Mike Garrepy brought a 

calculation chart for the CC to show how the developable land was derived for this project. The chart is on 

page 9.  The CC went through the calculations and they found that there are 13.3 acres of developable land 

and only 11.3 acres will be utilized in this project. 

 
                                             Action 

Motion:    Jeff Goldknopf moved that the Conservation Commission prepare a letter for  

the Planning Board as required. The letter will show support, as the CC previously discussed,  

with regard to the wetland impact. The CC will recommend to the PB that 1) the distances 

from to the buffer lines to the rear of the lots be added to the plans, 2) the exterior limits 
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of the conservation area should be tagged along the westerly and southerly boundaries,  

and 3) make a recommendation to mark the westerly boundaries of proposed lots 5-11. 

Based on the recommendations of Mark West and the steps taken by the developer, the 

CC will support the reduction in the 100 ft. buffer. 

Second:     Drew Kiefaber 

Vote:           Approved 7-0-0 

 

Mike Garrepy was asked if the land is mostly in ‘current use’. It is and the penalty is likely to be approximately $45,000. 

Jim Gove suggested that we contact the NHANRS regarding the Wetland Buffer Scientific Workgroup for helpful 

information (http://nhanrs.org/nhanrs-wetland-buffer-scientific-workgroup/ ). The CC thanked both Jim Gove and Mike 

Garrepy for attending the meeting this evening and providing beneficial information. 

 

The meeting returned to the agenda. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

September 8, 2016: 
                  Action 

Motion:    Drew Kiefaber moved that the minutes of September 8, 2016 be approved as drafted. 

Second:    Ann LaFortune 

Vote:         Approved 4-0-3 

 

September 8, 2016 - Notes from the Non-Public Session: 
                                                Action 

Motion:    Drew Kiefaber moved that the notes of the non-public session of September 8, 2016 

be approved as drafted. 

Second:    Jeff Goldknopf 

Vote:         Approved 4-0-3 

 

5.   Treasurer’s Report 

Andrea Sellers reported that three checks cleared the ledger this month: 1) Ellen Snyder, Ibis Consulting, 2) 

Boudreau Surveying, and 3) the Mill Space for The Caterpillar Lab. $12,500 was deposited this month for 

current use ($13,235 YTD). The majority of the current use was from Honeycomb Way and Tucker Way. The 

CC had a net increase of $10,000. 

   

6. Committee and Subcommittee Reports 

Planning Board:  Ezra Temko was unable to attend the last meeting of the PB, but he will report to the CC 

at the next meeting in November. 

Trails Subcommittee:  Jeff Goldknopf reported that he recently clipped the overgrown trail at Piscassic-

Loiselle.   

 

7.   Chairman’s Report 

Mowing Agreement for Wiggin Farm:  The Chair is working hard to set a meeting to finalize the agreement 

for mowing. This agreement must be signed as quickly as possible before the OEP monitoring this fall. 

The Caterpillar Lab: Several members of the CC attended and found this program to be particularly exciting 

and well worth the financial support from the CC. 

Town Council Resolution: The Town Council held the first reading of the resolution to accept the Dearborn 

property. The resolution will have a second reading at the next TC meeting and CC members are 

encouraged to attend and speak in favor of the resolution. 

http://nhanrs.org/nhanrs-wetland-buffer-scientific-workgroup/
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Stage 4 Water Conservation in Newmarket:  The Chair wanted to recommend that everyone in Newmarket 

on Town water as well as private wells be as conservative as possible in their use of water both inside and 

outside their homes and apartments. 

8.    Old/New Business (continued) 

Old Business:  

Schoppmeyer Park: The Town Council held a public hearing on  Resolution #2016/2017-04 – Relating to 

Accepting Gifts for the Christian Schoppmeyer Park. The Resolution passed by a 7-0 vote. The Subcommittee 

and the Conservation Commission should now actively seeking donations and they held a meeting earlier 

this evening. A mailing list is being compiled, the printing for the flyers (which outlines the establishment of 

the Subcommittee and generous financial support already received and a copy of Chris’ obituary) has been 

donated by Staples, and the CC will cover the postage. The text of the flyer may be found on pgs. 10-11. 

They discussed asking the Town Administrator to put donation information on the Town website, the DCAT 

channel, and the Newmarket Rec web page. The Subcommittee is still moving forward to identify the best 

property to purchase.  

Piscassic-Loiselle Kiosk Map:  Julia Sinclair has agreed to take over this task. The CC wants to have a map 

prepared showing the entire property, the trails, and connections to the abutting property (Smith Sisters 

Audubon). Drew Kiefaber believes that the CC should put a map at both kiosks and we should reach out to 

the NH Audubon to discuss this possibility.  It was suggested that Ellen Snyder may be willing to prepare this 

map for the CC. The Chair thought that we should get a cost estimate for this mapping from Ellen Snyder. 

Easement Monitoring Schedule:  The CC must complete the monitoring of Piscassic-Loiselle, Smith Sisters 

Audubon, New Roots Farm, and Silverman-Schneer. The Chair briefly described the process – walk the 

boundary and notate any changes in the natural character of the land. Those completing the monitoring use 

the previous report as a basis for any possible changes.  

Piscassic-Loiselle: Scheduled for October 30 at 8:00 am.  Jeff Goldknopf, Drew Kiefaber, and Andrea Sellers  

Smith Sisters Audubon: Scheduled for November 6 at 8:00 am. Drew Kiefaber, Ann LaFortune, and 

Marianne Hannagan 

Silverman-Schneer: Scheduled for November 1 (time TBD). Jeff Goldknopf and Andrea Sellers 

New Roots Farm:  Drew Kiefaber will email the owner to set a convenient time for monitoring. 

Invoice from the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions: The invoice for annual dues to 

the NHACC for $363.00 was received.  
                                                Action 

Motion:    Drew Kiefaber moved that the CC continue membership in the NHACC and pay dues 

in the amount of $363.00. 

Second:    Ann LaFortune 

Vote:         Approved 7-0-0 

 

The Annual Meeting of the NHACC is scheduled for Saturday, November 12 at Pembroke Academy. Any 

members interested in attending will have registration costs reimbursed by the CC. More information is 

available at: http://www.nhacc.org/annualmeeting46/  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Non-Public Session: 

A motion to go into non-public session to discuss confidential matters related to real estate, pursuant for 

RSA 91-A:3, II(c) , was made by Jeff Goldknopf, seconded by Andrea Sellers, and approved without 

discussion 7-0-0. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.nhacc.org/annualmeeting46/
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A motion to end the non-public session at 9:15 pm was made by Jeff Goldknopf, seconded by Marianne 

Hannagan, and approved without discussion 7-0-0. 

A motion to seal the notes of the non-public session was made by Drew Kiefaber, seconded by 

Ann LaFortune, and approved without discussion 7-0-0. 

 

9.   Adjournment 

                                                                  Action 

Motion:      Jeff Goldknopf moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

Second:      Drew Kiefaber 

Vote:           Approved 7-0-0 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 PM. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 10, 2016. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Frick, Recording Secretary  
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